
October Day 3 
 
Psalm 23:1 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. (KJV) 

 
Have you ever wondered why David chose to see God as his shepherd?   
 
He could have chosen any word, any description.   
But David chose to see God as his shepherd. 
Why?   
 
It was what David understood.  David was a shepherd.  As the youngest of Jesse's eight sons, he 
was relegated with the awful task of watching his father's sheep (1 Samuel 16:11).  No one 
wanted to do it - smelly sheep, isolation, long days and nights.  That is what David knew growing 
up.  That is where David spent his time growing up.  That is where David returned after being 
anointed the next king of Israel by Samuel until he was called to King Saul's palace.   
 
So David understood the daunting task of taking care of a herd.  He knew how difficult sheep 
could be. 

• Sheep are highly emotional animals, being quick to panic.   

• Sheep are unable to shed their thick fur. 

• Sheep need plenty of grass and water to sustain themselves. 

• Sheep are susceptible to illness from poisonous plants. 

• Sheep are an easy prey species. 

• Sheep have little to no sense of danger. 
 
So they need a shepherd to care for their safety and welfare. 

• To lead them to good, fresh grass. 

• To lead them away from poisonous plants. 

• To protect them from predators, who will chase them to exhaustion. 

• To protect their health and provide medical treatment. 

• To shear their fur. 

• To keep them from straying away into danger. 

• To find and return the lost to the flock. 

• To guide them to water. 
 
David knew God was so much more compassion and connected to him than his natural father.  
God was fully invested in David’s present well-being and future destiny.  Just as David was 
invested in his father’s sheep.  David probably cared more for the sheep than he did for his own 
well-being. 
 
So God was his Shepherd.  His provider.  His protector.  His leader. 
 



Go Deeper: 
David related to God as Shepherd because he was a shepherd and understood the complexities 
and compassion of being a shepherd.  How do you relate to God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
Looking at the characteristics of sheep, how are you like a sheep?  
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
How do you need God to guide you and protect you as Shepherd in this season?  
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
How does Psalm 79:13 say we should respond to our Shepherd?  
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
How do Psalm 79:13, 95:7, 100:3, 119:76, and Isaiah 53:6 describe us?  Why do you think we are 
related to God like this?  (Consider Romans 7:14-20.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


