
November 9th       
Thankfulness Day 9. 
 
2 Corinthians 2:14 – Now THANKS be to God who always leads us in ____________________ in 

Christ, and through us diffuses the ____________________ of His _______________________ 

in every place.  

- Greek 5485 – charis.  Graciousness, acting upon the divine influence of the heart and its 
reflection in life, acceptable, favor, joy liberality, pleasure. 

 
Today I am thankful for my favorite smell:  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I don’t know about you, but when I think about “happy” smells, the cross never comes to mind. 
Beaten and torn flesh.   
Exposed muscle and bone.   
Dripping blood, sweat, and tears.   
Naked bodies. 
All exposed to the hot sun for hours, if not days.   
 
Not a picture of sweet-smelling anything. 
 
Yet that is exactly what God calls it.  “And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 

Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma” (Ephesians 5:2). 
 
What was “sweet-smelling” about the cross? 

1. Jesus went willingly, choosing to say “no” to His emotions and lay down His life for our 
blessing and benefit.  “No one takes it [My life] from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have 

power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received 

from My Father” (John 10:18). 
2. Jesus suffered as a human (Philippians 2:7), feeling all the physical pain of the cross in His 

flesh, muscles, and bones.  He offered His human body, becoming the epitome of all sin 
and suffering its consequences to allow grace to flow freely to us. 

3. Jesus obeyed His Father’s plans, even though He knew the cost on Himself – choosing 
obedience over comfort (Philippians 2:8) to create an open door between God and men. 

 
What do all these things have in common?  Jesus CHOSE to SACRIFICE His convenience, His 
comfort, and His care.  He gave up His rights to allow you to have intimate connection with God 
and experience the complete freedom that can come as a result of that relationship. 
 
And God calls His choice “sweet-smelling”.  Because He loves the power and potency of love – 
and how it changes everything when we allow it to waft to those around us. 
 



Go Deeper: 
Why did you choose the smell above to be thankful about?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
How is God’s truth a “fragrance” we have? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper:  
Why does God have to “diffuse” His truth to us instead of downloading it in full to us?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper:  
What is a sacrifice you have given to God that has become a “sweet-smelling aroma” in your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper:  
How much of yourself are you willing to give to God for His purposes?  Why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


