
November 29th       
Thankfulness Day 29. 
 
Nehemiah 12:27 – Now at the _______________________ of the wall of Jerusalem they sought 

out the Levites [tribe of praise] in all their places, to bring them to _______________________ 

[God’s city] to celebrate the dedication with ____________________, both with 

THANKSGIVINGS and singing, with cymbals and stringed instruments and harps. 

- Hebrew 8426 – towdah (root 3034).  Adoration, sacrifice of praise, thanksgiving offering. 
 
Today the accomplishment I am thankful for is:  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
It started with one man devasted by the news that God’s city and God’s people were on the brink 
of disaster – “And they said to me, ‘The survivors who are left from the captivity in the province 

are there in great distress and reproach. The wall of Jerusalem is also broken down, and its gates 

are burned with fire’” (Nehemiah 1:3).   
 
His heart was so connected to God that it broke to think of the city of God and the people of God 
suffering, despite the gravity of the sins that had led them to captivity.   
 
And Nehemiah should not have had the audacity he did to ask the king, his boss and captor, what 
he did – “I ask that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it” 
(Nehemiah 2:5).  But he did, because the king asked and because his broken heart was driving 
him to action.  And God swayed the heart of the king to allow him to go – with favor and provision 
(Nehemiah 2:7-8) and protection (Nehemiah 2:9). 
 
Once there, Nehemiah evaluated the damage and then rallied the Israelites living there – “come 

and let us build the wall of Jerusalem” (Nehemiah 2:17b).  Come, let us take back the city that 
belongs to our God.  Come, let us restore the honor of the city and our people.  Come, let us 
rebuild the physical (external) protection from intruders and destruction … so we can work on 
renewing our hearts to God’s spiritual (internal) direction. 
 
And they got on board and started working.  Soon, they had “the entire wall joined together up to 

half its height” (Nehemiah 4:6) and then not much longer and they had “rebuilt the wall, and that 

there were no breaks left in it” (Nehemiah 6:1).  How?  “The people had a mind to work” 
(Nehemiah 4:6) and stayed focus on the task of rebuilding, despite distractions and threats of 
attack. 
 
Because Nehemiah was focused on the task God gave him and kept Israel on task.  And soon “the 

wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days” (Nehemiah 6:15).  And there is 
great celebration in Israel as those who had been displaced begin to return. 
 



Go Deeper: 
Why did you choose the accomplishment above to be thankful about?  What did it take for you 
to achieve this?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
What is something that motivates you to keep going to the end / victory? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
What is something in your life you have dedicated / can dedicate to God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
What is a relationship, habit, or attention you need to dedicate to God?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
How does Jesus say we can accomplish good things in Matthew 7:7 (and Luke 11:9)?  Why, 
according to Matthew 7:8-11 (and Luke 11:10-13)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


