
November 23rd        
Thankfulness Day 23. 
 
Psalm 30:4 – Sing ____________________ to the LORD, you saints of His, 

And give THANKS at the _________________________ of His holy name 

- Hebrew 3034 – yadah.  To hold out the hand, to revere, to worship with extended hands, to 
praise, to be thankful, to give thanksgiving. 

 
Psalm 100:4-5 – 4 Enter into His ____________________ with THANKSGIVING, And into His 

courts with ____________________. Be THANKFUL to Him, and ____________________ His 

name. 5 For the LORD is ____________________; His ____________________ is everlasting, 

And His ____________________ endures to all generations. 

- Hebrew 8426 – towdah (root 3034).  Adoration, sacrifice of praise, thanksgiving offering. 
- Hebrew 3034 – yadah.  To hold out the hand, to revere, to worship with extended hands, 

to praise, to be thankful, to give thanksgiving. 
 
Today I celebrate God with this favorite Bible story:  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The story God has been using to speak to me recently is the adulterous woman in John 8.  
 
Jesus is teaching at the temple (2) when the religious leaders bring “a woman caught in adultery” 
(3).  She has broken the Law, and they want Him to decide her fate.   
 
She stands there, most likely undressed with a hastily grabbed sheet haphazardly wrapped 
around her for a modicum of decency.  She does not doubt that her life ends today.  Perhaps she 
trembles, regret filling her heart.  Perhaps she is stoic, just wanting it to be over.  She is probably 
hoping that the first stone will mercifully be her end. 
 
And this Man, a man of miracles as people say, holds that first stone in His hand.  He gets to 
decide to throw it.  But, instead, He does something unimaginable – “But Jesus stooped down and 

wrote on the ground with His finger” (6). 
 
What is He writing?  She cannot read.  Perhaps He is sealing her fate with His finger by saying 
where to take her for the stoning.  But then He does something else preposterous – He looks at 
her accusers and says “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first” (7). 
 
She probably has her eyes downcast, wondering how long this process will take.  Perhaps she 
sees feet start to shuffle away as, “being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one” (9a) 
wordlessly, leaving her standing there. 
 



And with her heart pounding, perhaps she cautiously – and curiously – looks up slowly.  And what 
she sees amazes her – “And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst” (9b).  They 
are gone.  No one is left standing there but Him, the one who has said nothing to her or about 
her. 
 
Did He want to wait until they were alone, so He could obtain some kind of satisfaction from her?  
Did He want her to physically thank Him?   
Or was He planning to stone her Himself? 
 
And then He does something for her that probably no other man in her life has – He loves her in 
a healthy and appropriate way.  “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more” (11).  He does 
not want anything from her … except to live differently. 
 
And one day, as I struggled with yet another problem at work and prayed my way into the day 
with tears in my eyes, God poured this story into my heart, opening some truths to my weary 
soul and troubled spirit.   
 
He showed me there are so many choices made by a handful of people.  But only one of them 
was good and positive – and gave life and hope.  And then God point blank asked me who I would 
most want to be like when I told this story about my life. 
- The partner in crime.  The man who carelessly and ruthlessly set this woman up for disaster, 

never truly loving her, and then leaving her to deal with the fall out. 
- The religious leaders.  The men of God who disregarded this woman’s spirit and used her as 

a pawn, hoping to destroy Jesus’ reputation and credibility with the crowds and finally bring 
Him to their religious “justice”. 

- The woman herself.  A lost and broken woman who was possibly living a life of continuous 
bad decisions and suffering the consequences of choosing (acting) carelessly instead of 
wisely, who did not understand the true definition of love and value. 

- The Savior.  The man who never once scorned or rebuked or shamed anyone involved.  Who 
let silence work with well-placed truth to disperse the judgmental crowd.  Who chose to love 
and redeem the woman into a new life of hope. 

 
And it really made me think about my choices.  Because I don’t want to pick up stones at any 
point – because I will be apt to throw judgment and hurt at broken people who really need grace.  
Because I don’t want to set people up to fail, privately or publicly – because then I will be using 
people to fulfill my selfish ambitions.  Because I don’t want to get caught in a web of sin, where I 
am trapped by one bad decision after another and I continuously set myself up for disaster. 
 
I really want to be the one who helps people understand and experience the power of God’s love 
and grace.  To care instead of condemn and to help people find their way to Him. 
 
How about you?  
 
 



Go Deeper: 
Why did you choose the Bible story above to be thankful about?  What does it speak to you?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
Which character in the Bible are you most like?  How? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
How does reading – and understanding – the Bible help us to see His holiness and be thankful? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
Have you ever been (like) the man who set up the adulterous woman to fail?  What happened?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
How has God redeemed an “adulterous” (selfish, dangerous) decision you made?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


