
November 1st     
Thankfulness Day 1. 

 
Colossians 1:9-12 – 9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to 

________________ for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the ____________________ of 

His will in all ____________________ and spiritual _________________________; 10 that you 

may walk ____________________ of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being 

____________________ in every good work and increasing in the ____________________ of 

God; 11 strengthened with all ____________________, according to His glorious 

____________________, for all patience and longsuffering with _______________; 12 giving 

THANKS to the Father who has ____________________ us to be partakers of the inheritance of 

the saints in the light. 

- Greek 2168 – eucharisteo (root 2170).  To be grateful, to express gratitude toward, give 
thanks. 

 
Today the family relationship I am thankful for is: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What if Joseph, Mary’s fiancé, would have quietly but effectively divorced her when he found out 
about Jesus?  According to Jewish law, he could. 
 
He and Mary were engaged but considered to be married in the eyes of the Jewish law.  They 
were to live separately – yet chastely – until the actual wedding ceremony.  
 
And as Joseph was possibly building their dream home, Mary showed up from a visit with her 
cousin Elizabeth – pregnant.  It’s definitely not his, as he was faithful to obey the Law and was 
living as an unmarried Jewish man.  Then it got worse – she claimed it was God’s Son. 
 
He is wondering if she had been unfaithful – how else would she be pregnant? – and how he 
wanted to address it.  He was honorable, so he was not going to make a hasty decision.  He would 
not just write her “a certificate of divorce” (Deuteronomy 24:1) as the Law allowed – he wanted 
to know the truth.  And it seems incredulous to him that she would claim a child from God to 
cover up an affair. 
 
Then God, seeing his confusion and wanting to honor him for his compassion, stepped into his 
dreams and reassured him – “… Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your 

wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  And she will bring forth a Son, and 

you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:20-21). 
 
And Joseph became the father protector of that boy, being led to Egypt when Herod went on a 
baby killing spree (Matthew 2:13,16) and then back to the city of Nazareth in Galilee after Herod 
dies (Matthew 2:19-23). 



Go Deeper: 
Why did you choose the family relationship above to be thankful about?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
How does your family help you and support you?  If they don’t, how do you wish they did? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
What did Jesus have to be thankful about with each of His earthly parents? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
What does Colossians 1:9-12 say we can be thankful about as an adopted child of God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go Deeper: 
What does Ephesians 1:4-6 say about our divine adoption?  What does this tell you about God’s 
love? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


