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December 8th - Walking to Bethlehem: An Advent Study 
Here’s a detail in Zacharias’ story I am completely curious about.  How the heck does his wife 
Elizabeth react? 
 
Zacharias was chosen to go into the temple.  When he comes out, he is unable to speak. 
 
Did he try to write down what happened?  Did he play a lot of charades with her?  Was he able 
to communicate anything to her? 
 
I am guessing “no” to everything.  So I assume she is left to wonder, and as women do, to worry 
a little. 
 
And then something impossible happens to rock her world even more. 
 
Luke 1:24a – Now after those days his wife Elizabeth ______________________ 
 
What?!?!?! 
 
Just as Hannah cried out for many years for a child, so too has Elizabeth.  She had given up hope 
and settled into (uneasy) peace over her lack of children. 
 
But now, just as Hannah did, she has a reason to rejoice! 
 
Luke 1:25 – Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked on me, to 

________________________ my ______________________ among people. 
 
She had dealt with feelings of shame for not being able to fulfill the blessed “duty” of women at 
that time – to bear a child that would have brought them pride and carried on their family legacy 
and name.  She had dealt with feelings of being overlooked and possibly unloved by God for 
withholding this simple blessing from her.  She had dealt with feelings of judgment from her 
friends who had (large) families. 
 
But she is not mentioned as being distraught, depressed, disheartened, or discouraged.  Whereas 
Hannah was all of these things – “Then Elkanah her husband said to her, ‘Hannah, why do you 

weep? Why do you not eat? And why is your heart grieved? Am I not better to you than ten sons? 

… And she was in bitterness of soul…’” (1 Samuel 1:8,10a) – Elizabeth seems to be carried by 
faith and upheld by grace, choosing to be thankful for the good life God has given her.   
 
And then, just as He did with Hannah, He fulfilled her heart’s great desire. 
 
How does Elizabeth respond?  (Luke 1:24b) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Going Deeper: 
1. Who also was barren in Genesis 30:22?  How did God respond to her in Genesis 30:23-24?  
 
 
 
 
 
2. What “reproach” are you currently carrying?  Why are you holding onto it?  Can you pick it up 

and give it fully to God?  
 
 
 
 
 
3. Why does Elizabeth shun public attention in this season of her life, especially considering she 

is probably not showing (much) during these months?  
 
 
 
 
 
4. What is something impossible or precious God has given you?  How did you respond?  
 
 
 
 
 
5. How did Hannah deal with her bitterness and grief at being barren in 1 Samuel 1:11-16?  What 

hope did Hannah receive in 1 Samuel 1:17?  How did she respond in 1 Samuel 1:18?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Elizabeth and Hannah have different recorded reactions to not being given their heart’s desire.  

How do you typically respond when God says “no” or “not yet”?  Do you accept it graciously, 
as Elizabeth apparently did, or do you fight and push for it, like Hannah did?  

 


