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December 7th - Walking to Bethlehem: An Advent Study 
Zacharias has responded to Gabriel then same way Abraham did to God when given the same 
promise of a son – he looks at his age and physical abilities. 
 
What does Abraham do in Genesis 17:17a? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Abraham had heard the same promise of a son for almost 25 years.  God did not change His mind.  
God did not change His promise.  God did not change his chosen man.  God continued to remind 
Abraham about his place in the promise.  And Abraham chuckled.  Because it had now been 25 
years since he was first promised, and it was now physically impossible.   
 
But God was firm, and just as He promised, God was faithful.  And Abraham honored that 
faithfulness in the naming of his son Isaac, whose name means laughter. 
 
Zacharias does not have this same laughter.  He is overwhelmed.  He is shocked.  He is processing 
the impossible being promised – with perhaps a glimmer of hope in his heart.  All in an 
unexpected place (the temple) at an unexpected time (old age).  And he has not been given the 
promise of a son repeatedly over a period of time.  He is given the promise once, in a holy place, 
and in the presence of an honored angel.  So of course he wonders how can any of it be possible. 
 
And can any of us say we would react differently? 
 
In that moment, God could have had so many responses or punishments.  God could have taken 
away the blessing of John.  Or God could have killed him where he stood for doubting His word.  
But God chooses to show compassion.  He chooses to help Zacharias instead of harm him. 
 
How does He deal with Zacharias?  (Luke 1:20a) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How long will this condition last?  (Luke 1:20a) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
God shows mercy in taking away his ability to share his good news.  Punishing him for a moment 
of doubt and perhaps giving him a chance to think about who God is and how good He really is. 
 
So Zacharias finally emerges (22a).  The people have been eagerly waiting for a good word from 
God, “… and marveled that he lingered so long in the temple” (21b). 
 
Instead, the priest emerges and “…he could not speak to them…” (22a).  He can only “beckon to 

them” (22b) to explain what has just occurred.  But they do not understand. 
 
So he silently completes his days at the temple.  Then “he departed to his own house” (23b). 
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Going Deeper: 
1. Do you think God had a bigger purpose for silencing Zacharias, like when He blinded Saul for 

3 days on his way to Damascus in Acts 9?  
 
 
 
 
 
2. What might have happened had Zacharias been able to speak when he emerged from the 

temple?  How would the crowd have reacted?  
 
 
 
 
 
3. Is there a promise or blessing you have difficulty believing God wants to give you?  Why?  
 
 
 
 
 
4. How has God had to correct you when you have not (fully) believed Him?  How did it change 

you?  
 
 
 
 
 
5. How bold or outspoken are you about your faith?  Would you willingly share with a crowd, or 

would you rather quietly share in a more intimate/personal setting?  
 
 
 
 
 
6. How has God been faithful to you?  
 


