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December 15th - Walking to Bethlehem: An Advent Study 
John is born.  John is named.  John is starting to grow.   
 
Meanwhile, in the little town of Nazareth, Mary has returned to her family.  She is now over 3 
months pregnant, and she is starting to swell with the Christ child inside her.   
 
And people are starting to notice.  People are starting to talk.  People are starting to judge. 
 
Why? 
  
Luke 1:26-27 – 26 … Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 

___________________ to a man whose name was ___________________, of the house of David. 

The virgin’s name was Mary. 

 
Because Mary has a fiancé.  She is betrothed to a local carpenter named Joseph.  They have not 
yet wed, which means Mary should NOT be pregnant.   
 
Because she is, this means one of several possibilities: 

- Mary and Joseph have given into physical temptation before their wedding, and they will 
be judged and criticized for their lack of self-control 

- Mary has been unfaithful to her husband-to-be.  The law allows him to divorce her, thus 
shaming her, or demanding for her to be stoned to death. 

- The truth: Mary is pregnant with the Son of God.  But can even her family, who has known 
her her whole life, believe her? 

 
So what is Mary to do?   
 
Apparently, she goes on with her daily life.  And she is probably hoping and praying that Joseph 
will believe the truth she tells him. 
 
So who is Joseph? 
 
He is a descendant of several famous names. 

- It starts with ___________________ (2a), who was promised “… you shall be a father of 

many nations” (Genesis 17:4) 
- 13 generations later, there is ___________________ (6), “… the son of Jesse, a man after 

My own heart, who will do all My will” (Acts 13:22) 
- 13 generations later, there is ___________________ (10), who is king at “… the time they 

[Israel]  were carried away to Babylon” (Matthew 1:11) 
- 13 generations later, there is ___________________ (Matthew 1:16) 

 
How does verse 16 describe him?  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Going Deeper: 
1. Why is Joseph an important part of God’s plans?  (Refer back to 2 Samuel 7:16 and the promise 

God made)  
 
 
 
 
 
2. Who are the 4 women mentioned in the lineage of Joseph?  What is significant about each 

woman’s story?   
a. Woman #1 (Genesis 38)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Woman #2 (Joshua 2; 6:22-25)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c. Woman #3 (Ruth 1-4)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d. Woman #4 (2 Samuel 11)  
 
 


