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December 14th  
The story is now at a point of another “couple”.  Two women who are not supposed to be 
pregnant, yet both are.  Together and sharing their miraculous pregnancies.  One at the 
beginning of her journey while the other is nearing the end.   
 
Luke 1:56 – And Mary remained with her about ___________________ months, and returned to 
her house 
 
Three months of talking about the impossible.  Three months of prayers.  Three months of 
praise.  Three months of proclaiming “For He who is mighty has done great things for me, 
And holy is His name” (Luke 1:49).  Three months of preparing for everything that was to come 
– the birth, the questions, the promises of God. 
 
And then Mary goes home, probably slightly showing.  And she goes back to questions and 
judgment.  But let’s put her story on hold for a minute and focus on Elizabeth.   
 
Luke 1:57-58 – 57 Now Elizabeth’s full time came for her to be ___________________, and she 
brought forth a ___________________. 58 When her neighbors and relatives heard how the Lord 
had shown great ___________________ to her, they ___________________ with her. 
 
Her son is here.  He is beautiful and healthy.  He is her miracle cradled in her arms and hugged 
close to her bosom.  And now the community comes together to celebrate. 
 
Luke 1:59-66 – 59 So it was, on the eighth day, that they came to circumcise the child; and they 
would have called him by the name of his father, Zacharias. 60 His mother answered and said, 
“No; he shall be called ___________________.”  61 But they said to her, “There is no one among 
your ___________________ who is called by this name.” 62 So they made 
___________________ to his father—what he would have him called.  63 And he asked for a 
writing tablet, and wrote, saying, “His name is ___________________.” So they all marveled. 
64 _______________________ his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, 
___________________ God. 65 Then ___________________ came on all who dwelt around 
them; and all these sayings were discussed throughout all the hill country of Judea. 66 And all 
those who heard them kept them in their hearts, saying, “What kind of child will this be?” And 
the ___________________ of the Lord was with him. 
 
You aren’t going to name him after his father or one of your relatives?  These are our traditions.  
Yet you go against all these things, and you choose the name John.  There is no way your 
husband will agree to this.  And then, to the crowd’s surprise, he does.  He writes down the 
same name spoken by his beloved wife.  And the silence imposed by God these past 9 months is 
broken.  And the crowd is not sure what is going on.  But Zacharias knows.  Because he has 
been living with the promise made to him 9 months ago.   
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Going Deeper: 
1. How does Elizabeth know the name given by Gabriel to Zacharias in the temple? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Luke 1:76-80 say about this child John born to Zacharias and Elizabeth? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why is John’s birth important, according to Luke 1:68-75? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How does John’s birth start God’s message of a new tradition for His people Israel?  (Refer to 
verses 59-61 in the naming of John) 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does verse 64 remind us about praise? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 


