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MEANING OF THE WORD: 
Hebrew 490 – ‘almânâh – widow, desolate place/house 
Hebrew 489 – ‘almôn – bereavement, widowhood 
Greek 5503 – chēra – widow, lacking a husband 

 
QUOTATIONS: 
“The woman designated by [the term widow] was not merely someone whose husband 
had died; she lived outside the normal social structure in which every female lived under 
the authority of some male; she was responsible to and for herself. The structure of 
ancient society was kinship-based and patriarchal … when [a woman’s] husband died, 
her status was determined in relation to the surviving members of his household.”1 
 
“The [widow’s] independence from male authority was at the same time a sign of her 
precarious social position … existing outside of the normal social structure, [she] was 
susceptible to oppression, injustice, and exploitation.”2 
 
“Because the [widow] had no male protector, Yahweh was pictured as her primary 
defender and every Israelite was supposed to treat her justly.  The Bible legislates the 
protection and support of the [widow] and exhorts against oppressing her.”3 
 
“Since a woman alone seldom had any way to provide financially for herself, she was 
dependent on her sons if she had any, and on the community around her if she didn’t.”4 
 
QUESTIONS: 
1. How was a widow identified by society? (Genesis 38:14a,19b) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 “The purpose of this clothing was to ensure modesty, so the woman wouldn’t 

attract undue attention.  Also, since the people of Israel were commanded to 
care for widows, widow’s clothes would be a practical way of quickly 
identifying women in need of communal care.  Widows usually dressed in 
sackcloth or torn garments.  They left their hair unbound and their feet bare.”5 

2. What does God say shall not be done to the widow? (Exodus 22:22) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 What 2 things will He do upon “hearing their cry”? (Exodus 22:24a) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 Why might God be so protective of widows? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

3. Who was a widow not allowed to marry, by Old Testament law? (Leviticus 21:1,14) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 Why might this law have been put into place? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
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4. What does Numbers 30:9 say about the vow of a widow? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 How is this significant, in relation to the rest of Numbers 30? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

5. What does God do for the widow? (Deuteronomy 10:18) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

6. What does God call Israel to share with widows? (Deuteronomy 14:28; 26:12) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 What is to be the result for the widow? (14:29) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What does God promise? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 How does this align with Paul’s message in 1 Corinthians 12:12-26? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “Widows without means of support became the responsibility for the people 
as a whole.”6 

7. What was Israel not to take from the widow? (Deuteronomy 24:17) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 What is “a pledge”? (Deuteronomy 24:10) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 Why might God have given this command? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

8. What is to be left for the widow? (Deuteronomy 24:19) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 What famous widow benefited from this law? (Ruth 2) 
______________________________________________________________ 

 What other 2 things does God call Israel to leave for the widows? 
(Deuteronomy 24:20-21) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 How does this show God’s provision for widows? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
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9. Who does Deuteronomy 25:5 say a widow was to marry? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 Why? (Deuteronomy 25:6) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “This law’s purpose was to ensure that a childless widow would have a son 
who would receive her late husband’s inheritance and who, in turn, would 
care for her.”7 

10. What does Deuteronomy 27:19 say about one who “perverts” a widow’s justice? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

11. Who is the son of a widow in 1 Kings 7:13?  In 1 Kings 11:26? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

12. What is God, according to Psalm 68:5? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

13. What does God do for widows according to Psalm 146:9? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

14. What does God do for widows according to Proverbs 15:25? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 “God cares for the woman who is alone.  Land was kept in a family and its 

boundaries were important.  A widow was easy prey to thieves who might 
steal her land; so the Lord promised that He would protect her boundaries.”8 

15. What does Isaiah 1:17 call us to do for widows? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

16. What did Jeremiah command Israel not to do? (Jeremiah 7:6 – also Zechariah in 
Zechariah 7:10) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

17. What 2 things was the king of Judah not to do? (Jeremiah 22:3) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

18. What does Malachi 3:5 say will anger God? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

19. What did the Pharisees do? (Matthews 23:14; Mark 12:38-40; Luke 20:46-47) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 “Some of the Jewish religious leaders took advantage of unsuspecting and 

lonely widows.  They would seek and receive offerings from them, exploiting 
the widows’ willingness to help.  By manipulation these leaders persuaded the 
widows to give more than they could afford, while they themselves lived in 
luxury.”9 

20. Why are Philip and the other 6 men chosen by the disciples/ (Acts 6:1-4) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

21. Why are the widows weeping in Acts 9:39? (Acts 9:36-37) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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 What does Peter do? (40) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

22. What is a widow released from? (Romans 7:2) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

23. Who does Paul say is to take care of a widow in 1 Timothy 5 
 4 

______________________________________________________________ 
 5 

______________________________________________________________ 
 16 

______________________________________________________________ 
 “Because there were few honorable jobs for women, widows were usually 

unable to support themselves.  A widow who had no children or other family 
members to support her was doomed to poverty.”10 

24. What does James say about “pure religion” in James 1:27? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

25. Who is the widow in 
 Genesis 38:6 

______________________________________________________________ 
 Ruth 1:3 

______________________________________________________________ 
 Ruth 1:4 (2 names) 

______________________________________________________________ 
 1 Samuel 4:18-19 

______________________________________________________________ 
 1 Samuel 25:40 

______________________________________________________________ 
 2 Samuel 11:2,17 

______________________________________________________________ 
 1 Kings 17:9 

______________________________________________________________ 
 2 Kings 4:1 

______________________________________________________________ 
 Mark 12:42 

______________________________________________________________ 
 Luke 2:36 

______________________________________________________________ 
 Luke 7:11 

______________________________________________________________ 
 Luke 18:5 

______________________________________________________________ 
 John 4:9,17 

______________________________________________________________ 
 Acts 5:1,5 

______________________________________________________________ 
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26. Why is it significant that God commanded care for “the stranger, the fatherless, and 
the widow” in the Old Testament? (see Deuteronomy 24:19-21; 27:19; 14:29; 
16:11) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
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