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MEANING OF HER NAME: 
 Hebrew 8558 – taw mawr – to be erect, palm tree 
 
APPEARANCE IN SCRIPTURE: 
 Genesis 38 
 
QUOTATIONS: 
Tamar chose deceit, incest, and cunning to achieve her ends.  She committed a grave 
sin.  Yet when Judah discovered the whole story, he claimed she was more righteous 
than he.  She – a Canaanite – had been living more righteously than he, a son of the 
promise.  God used Tamar to wake up Judah.1 
 
Judah had shown little concern regarding the continuance of his line.  Instead, God 
used a woman, shamed by her own barrenness and determined to overcome it, to 
ensure that the tribe of Judah would not only survive but it would one day bear the 
world’s Messiah.2 
 
LESSONS: 
[Judah and Tamar], these two seriously flawed individuals are listed in Matthew 1:3 
among Jesus’ ancestors – beautiful proof that God doesn’t wait until His people are 
perfect or have it all together before fulfilling His plans.3 
 
In Matthew 1, Tamar is the first of only five women mentioned.  Tamar’s actions were 
not only deceitful but a direct violation of God’s Law.  Nevertheless, God is able to bring 
about His purposes and execute His plans even when we fail.  Tamar had a worthy goal 
to continue the line of Judah; but she did not trust God to fulfill His promised and 
decided to move ahead with her own plans.  Even if our motivation is pure and our goal 
worthy, we do not please God by disobedience.4 
 
Ultimately, we are all responsible for our own life and responsible to God.  We must 
understand God’s will and be about that business.  If we count on others to do what 
they should, we may be accomplices in our own victimization.  Yet in making choices,  
we must be sure that we avoid acting as if the end justifies the means.5 
 
QUESTIONS (answers are in Genesis 38): 
1. How does Tamar become part of Israel’s family? (6a) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 Why might Judah have chosen his son’s wife? (see also 21:21 and 24:4 for 

other examples) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

2. Who is her husband? (6) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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 Who are his brothers? (4-5) 
______________________________________________________________ 

3. What does he do? (7a) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 What is God’s response? (7b) 

______________________________________________________________ 
 What does this mean for Tamar? 

______________________________________________________________ 
4. What law was part of the Mosaic law? (Deuteronomy 25:5) 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 Why was he to do this? (6) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What was the value of a name in Tamar’s time? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

5. So what does Judah ask Onan to do? (8) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 How might Tamar have felt about this? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

6. What is Onan’s response? (9) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 How might Tamar have felt about this? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

7. What is God’s reaction to Onan’s action? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 How might Tamar have felt about this? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

8. What does Judah ask of Tamar? (11) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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 Why do you think she stays? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

9. What happens “in the process of time”? (14b) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 How might Tamar have felt about this after waiting for years? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “Judah sent Tamar to her father’s home to wait, while Judah dragged his feet.  
His older sons had displeased God and the Lord put each to death at an early 
age.  But Judah blamed Tamar.  He had only one son left, and he was not 
going to chance losing him too.  So he put off the marriage between Shelah 
and Tamar.”6 

10. How does Tamar decide to remedy her situation – what 3 actions does she take? 
(14a) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 Why does she position herself there? (13) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What does she appear to be? (15) 
______________________________________________________________ 

 Why might Tamar have thought this to be her only option? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What might Tamar have hoped to accomplish with this plan? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “Soon Tamar would be past childbearing age and would have no prospects of 
marriage to another man.  She believed that is she were to have a child and 
the place and respect due to her. She would have take things into her own 
hands.  She carefully laid her trap, making sure she would be safe from 
retribution.”7 

 “Her place should have been secure as the matriarch of this prominent tribe.  
Instead, because of the sins of her husband, she was both childless and a 
widow … When [Onan] died because of deliberate sin, Judah seemed to have 
lost heart for the whole matter.  Tamar was at her father-in-law’s mercy since 
she could not marry without his arranging it.  In other words, she had no place 
inside the family and no place outside it.  In addition, without heirs, the tribe of 
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Judah now faced extinction … Taking matters into her own hands, Tamar set 
out to right the wrong the men in her family had caused.”8 

 “Hearing the news of her father-in-law’s journey, Tamar decided to take 
desperate and dramatic action.  If Judah would not give his youngest son in 
marriage, she would do her best to propagate the family name in her own 
way.”9 

 “Legally Tamar was a member of Judah’s household and under his authority.  
Yet Judah ignored his obligations to Tamar.  So Tamar took matters into her 
own hand and by deceit became pregnant with Judah’s child.”10 

11. Does Judah recognize her? (16) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

12. What “pledge” does Tamar receive from Judah? (18a) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

13. What is the result of their affair? (18c) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

14. What does Tamar do after their affair? (19) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

15. What does Judah discover when he goes to recover his pledge? (20-22) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

16. What is Judah told 3 months later? (24b) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 What is his reaction? (24c) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 Why might Judah’s reaction have been so dramatic? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 Does Judah come off as righteous or hypocritical in his reaction to Tamar?  
(consider the fact that he visited a harlot) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “While [Tamar’s] behavior is shocking, consider Judah’s: he lives separated 
from his family, marries a Canaanite, hires a prostitute, fails to keep the law 
that has been established to protect widows, and then decrees Tamar should 
be burned – for a sin she committed with him!”11 

17. How does Tamar respond? (25) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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18. What is Judah’s reaction? (26) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 What might Judah and Tamar’s relationship have been like after this?  
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 Do you think Tamar married Shelah?  Why? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

19. Who are Tamar’s sons? (29-30) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

20. What is significant about Perez in  
 Ruth 4:18-22; 1 Chronicles 2:3-15 

______________________________________________________________ 
 Matthew 1:3-17 

______________________________________________________________ 
 How does this honor Tamar? 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “Through Perez, Tamar became an ancestor of the Messiah.  Through her 
God shows us something about Himself.  When Jesus came to earth, He 
became wholly human, including having sinful ancestors.  The blood that 
flowed from His side on the cross included Canaanite genes – and was shed 
for people of every race.  He did not place Himself above us but became one 
of us.  And His choice was out of His grace.”12 

21. What is your opinion of Tamar after reading her story? Why?  Do you think she did 
the right thing? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

22. What might you have done in her position? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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