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MEANING OF HER NAME: 
 Hebrew – 7343, Râchâb – proud, broad, at liberty, strength 
 Greek – 4460, Rhaab – Canaanitess 
 
APPEARANCE IN SCRIPTURE: 

Joshua 2, 6; Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25 
 
QUOTATIONS: 
“The story of Rahab reveals again God’s willingness to use the less than perfect, the 
outcast, what we might see as the unsuitable to accomplish His holy purposes. … God 
doesn’t wait for us to become spotlessly clean or totally mature in our faith in order to 
use us.  Instead, He takes ordinary, willing people and accomplishes the extraordinary, 
both in their lives and in the lives of those around them.  As He did with Rahab, He 
promises to use us, and through that experience perfect us.”1 
 
“It is well for us to remember that it is not people’s past that defines them.  Rather, 
people are defined by the choice they make when they become aware of who God is.  It 
was Rahab’s choice rather than her past that defined her for all time to come.”2 
 
“Rahab’s life demonstrates the benefits of believing God.  When Rabah chose Him, He 
gave her a completely new life.  And He set no limits on her potential as His child.”3 
 
LESSONS: 
“Rahab is a role model for making the right decisions and standing firm, even when it 
means going against your own peers.”4 
 
“Rahab’s story is a dramatic one.  It shows us that God’s grace accepts no 
boundaries.”5 
 
“The frequent reference to her as a harlot reminds us that God offers His salvation to 
sinners, not simply to those whom society classifies as ‘good.’”6 
 
“Rahab demonstrates that we don’t have to be perfect for God to use us in significant 
ways.  We do need to deal with Him in faith and with integrity.  If we do, He will, as He 
did for Rahab, melt away the impurities of our character and mold us into the kind of 
women and men He would have us be.”7 
 
“God works through people – like Rahab – whom we are inclined to reject.  God 
remembers her because of her faith, not her profession.  If at times you feel like a 
failure, remember that Rahab rose above her situation through her trust in God.  You 
can do the same!”8 
 
QUESTIONS: 
1. Who does Joshua send out? (Joshua 2:1) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Where do they go? (Joshua 2:1) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

3. In whose house do they lodge? (Joshua 2:1) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 Where is her house? (Joshua 2:15b) 

______________________________________________________________ 
 “The house of Rahab was a perfect place for the spies to stay because of the 

constant flow of traffic.  Because it was a public house, it was common for 
people to come and go.”9 

 “Portions of Jericho’s walls were 12 feet thick, allowing for individual dwellings 
to be built into them.”10 

 “Rahab lived in a house on the wall of Jericho.  She probably had a view not 
only of the city itself but also of the area outside of the protective walls.  The 
view, which gave her the perfect vantage point for spotting potential 
customers as they entered and left Jericho, may have given her an advantage 
in running her business of prostitution.”11 

4. What is her occupation? (Joshua 2:1) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 What impression of Rahab do you have at this point in the story?  Why? 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “Rahab (held) a respected position in this pagan society.  Harlots were often 
priestesses of the Canaanite religion, and their profession was considered 
honorable.”12 

 “Two kinds of prostitution are mentioned in the Old Testament.  One type is 
ritual prostitution, in which sex acts are engaged in as an element in the 
worship of pagan fertility gods.  The other type of prostitution had commercial 
but no religious significance: it was simply the transfer of sexual favors for 
payment.  Archaeological discoveries have made it clear that commercial 
prostitution was common in drinking establishments and inns.  Some have 
even argued that in identifying Rahab as a harlot, the author of the biblical 
text is simply saying that she was an innkeeper.”13 

5. What does the king ask of her? (Joshua 2:3) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is her 2 part response? (Joshua 2:4-6) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 Why do you think Rahab responded as she did? 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “A typical roof in Canaan was flat and used as a place for casual conversation 
and for sleeping during the heat of summer.”14 
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 "Siding with the Israelites was treason, punishable by death, not only for 
herself but also for all her family."15 

 “Risking her own death, she was obedient to the conviction of truth within her 
– no debate, no consultation, no wavering.”16 

7. What 4 “testimonies” does she say she’s heard about Israel? (Joshua 2:9-10) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 How is Jericho “fainthearted”? (Joshua 2:11a) 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What does she say about God? (Joshua 2:11b) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 "Rahab was obviously an intelligent woman.  She showed a remarkable 
knowledge of the recent history of Israel as well as of what God was doing for 
the Israelites when they approached her country.  In fact, she seemed more 
aware of God's intervention for Israel than Israel was."17 

 "Rahab was a woman of spiritual insight.  She recognized the disparity 
between Israel's God and the gods she and her people served.  Israel's God 
was supreme - He did not share the rule in the heavens and earth the way 
their gods reportedly did."18 

 “As soon as she heard what God hade done for the Israelites, she cast her lot 
with His people, risking her life in an act of faith.”19 

8. What request does she ask of the spies? (Joshua 2:12-13) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 Who does she ask them to swear by? (Joshua 2:12) 

______________________________________________________________ 
 Why do you think she does this? 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What does this request say about her relationship with her family? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

9. What is the spies’ response? (Joshua 2:14) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

10. What does she do to the spies? (Joshua 2:15a) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

11. What instruction does she give them? (Joshua 2:16) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

12. What “signal” do they tell her to use to fulfill their promise? (Joshua 2:18a) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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 What does this allude to in the New Testament? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “The red cord that saved Rahab and her family reminds us of the red blood of 
Jesus, who still saves us today.”20 

13. What other instruction do they give her? (Joshua 2:18b) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 Why? (Joshua 2:19) 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

14. For what reason would Israel not honor their “oath” with Rahab? (Joshua 2:20) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

15. What does Rahab do immediately after the spies leave? (Joshua 2:21b) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

16. What does Joshua tell Israel before their invasion of Jericho? (Joshua 6:17) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

17. What does he have the spies do? (Joshua 6:22) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

18. Where are they put for safety? (Joshua 6:23b) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

19. What happens to Jericho? (Joshua 6:24) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

20. What becomes of Rahab? (Joshua 6:25) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

21. How does God honor Rahab’s faith? (Matthew 1:1,5-6,16) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 "Rahab, the prostitute, acted to aid God's people and save herself and her 

family.  Her boldness brought forgiveness for her sins and a place in the 
genealogy of the Messiah."21  

 “Rahab is not called ‘the prostitute,’ for the stigma of her past is 
overshadowed by the honor given her by God.  And by choosing her – a 
Gentile sinner – God confirms that He is the Savior of all peoples, for all time 
and in all circumstances.”22 

22. Complete Rahab’s genealogy from Matthew 1:1-14:  Abraham – Isaac – Jacob – 

Judah – 5 generations -- ____________________ + Rahab – Boaz – Obed – Jesse 

-- ____________________ -- Solomon – 23 generations – Joseph -- 

____________________ 

23. How does Hebrews 11:31a say Rahab survived Jericho’s destruction? 
__________________________________________________________________ 

24. How does Hebrews 11:31b say she received the spies? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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25. What does James say Rahab was in James 2:25? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 How is she an ideal example of James’ argument of faith plus works? 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 How did Rahab demonstrate / verbalize her faith in Joshua 2? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 
Going Deeper: 
A. Why might God have chosen to use a harlot to help Israel?  (To consider: How 

might her housing position been beneficial? What was her attitude toward Israel?) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

B. Why was Rahab so willing to help the spies?  (To consider: What might have been 
the state of her heart?) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

C. How is Rahab creative in hiding the spies?  (To consider: Why might she have 
chosen the roof?) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

D. What might Rahab’s life been like before the spies came? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

E. How is it significant that Rahab’s house was destroyed in Joshua 6:2? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
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F. Read Hebrews 11.  How many women are honored in this Hall of Faith?  Who are 
they?  How does God honor Rahab by placing her among Abraham and Moses? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

G. How might Rahab’s life have changed once she became part of Israel? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
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