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Meaning of his Name: 

John – Yehōwchânân, Hebrew 3076 – Jehovah-favored  

Baptist – Baptistēs, Greek 910 – baptizer, epithet of Christ’s forerunner 

 
Quotes: 

 John means ‘the Lord has shown favor.’  It signifies the purpose of John’s birth, for he was to 

herald the arrival of the Messiah, the gift of God’s grace.  (Hayford 1385) 

 Apparently, John’s straightforward message pierces his audience’s heart like an arrow, 

convicting each person of his or her shortcomings and need to repent.  (Syswerda 1686) 

 John’s simple lifestyle fit his message of repentance and self denial.  (Quest 1400) 

 John was sent for two reasons: to call the world to repentance and to prepare the way for 

the coming Messiah … John was the last of [God’s ‘repent’] prophets … [who] called 

people to prepare for the arrival of Jesus Christ.  (Quest 1523) 

 All four gospels recognized [John’s] appearance as heralding the beginning of Jesus’ 

ministry.  (Patterson 1644) 

 John the Baptist became a powerful preacher of the message of repentance and the 

forerunner who introduced the Messiah.  (Patterson 1687) 

 John the Baptist was a prophet sent by God to announce the coming of the Messiah and to 

preach the message of repentance.  (Patterson 1689) 

 All four gospel writers describe him as ‘the voice of one crying out in the wilderness’ (Isaiah 

40:3).  Only Luke added a further quotation from Isaiah 40:4-5.  (Patterson 1693) 

 Luke emphasized that John’s message was for the whole nation of Israel and foreshadowed 

God’s offer of grace for everyone.  (Patterson 1693) 

 John was markedly different from other religious leaders of his day … John was concerned 

only with the praise of God.  Having separated himself from evil and hypocrisy of his day, 

John lived differently from other people to show that his message was new.  John not only 

preached God’s law, he lived it.  (Life 1586-87) 

 John was the first true prophet in 400 years.  (Life 1587) 

 John aimed at obedience.  He knew he had a specific role to play in the world – 

announcing the coming of the Savior – and he put all his energies into this task.  (Life 1813) 

 His reputation [was] as a preacher who refused to compromise his convictions.  John 

preached the commandment of God without fear of others, never yielding to popular 

opinion.  (Stamps 1429) 

 

About John’s Ministry: 

 John the Baptist urges the people to see Jesus as the Lamb [in John 1:29].  He knows that 

Jesus is the fulfillment of all the prophecies and all the former ways of atoning for sin through 

animal sacrifice.  (Syswerda 1743) 

 John prepared the hearts of the people, removing obstacles or barriers to the coming 

Messiah and His message of the kingdom of God.  (Quest 1474) 

 John’s ministry caused people to see themselves as sinners who needed to change their 

ways.  (Quest 1484) 

 John’s message centered on two issues: the repentance of sins and the Person of Christ.  

(Patterson 1644) 

 John the Baptist spoke of repentance as a radical turning from sin that inevitably became 

manifest in the fruit of righteousness.  (MacArthur 1396) 

 Repentance means doing an about-face from the kind of self-centeredness that leads to 

wrong actions … a person who repents stops rebelling and begins following God’s way of 

living prescribed in His Word.  (Life 1586) 

 John was a prophet who urged the people to confess their sins and live for God.  (Life 1586) 

 When John challenged the people to confess sin individually, he signaled the start of a new 

way to relate to God.  (Life 1667) 
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 John the Baptist was the first one who preached the good news concerning Jesus.  (Stamps 

1486) 

 

About Baptism: 

 The ritual [of baptism] served only to illustrate what was occurring within the hearts of 

people.  The faith expressed in this baptism indicated a readiness for the Messiah who would 

bring forgiveness.  (Quest 1387) 

 John redefined this sacred use of water as a one-time public sign of repentance.  (Quest 

1387) 

 John used baptism to symbolize the washing and freshness that comes when someone 

repents from sin.  John’s baptism was a visual message that being Jewish was not enough: 

repentance, a radical change of heart, was essential.  (Quest 1435) 

 John recognizes that his role is to prepare the way for the Messiah … John knows he is 

unworthy to baptize Jesus.  However, John steps into the water with Jesus and baptizes Him 

in order for Jesus to be identified with the sinners He has come to save.  (Syswerda 1584) 

 Jesus’ baptism was viewed by Luke as the climax of John’s ministry.  (Patterson 1695) 

 Jews accepting John’s baptism were admitting they had been as Gentiles and needed to 

become the people of God genuinely, inwardly.  (MacArthur 1396) 

 John’s baptism represented a change of heart, which includes sorrow for sin and a 

determination to lead a holy life.  (Barker 1539) 

 John baptized people as a sign that they had asked God to forgive their sins … baptism was 

an outward sign of commitment.  To be effective, it had to be accompanied by an inward 

change of attitude leading to a changed life.  (Life 1588) 

 To baptize a Jew as a sign of repentance was a radical departure from Jewish custom.  (Life 

1667) 

 

About His Clothing: 

 The description of John’s clothing connects him with Elijah (2 Kings 1:8, Zechariah 13:4).  

(Hayford 1293) 

 [John’s clothes were] practical and long-wearing clothes, but were far from comfortable or 

fashionable.  (MacArthur 1396) 

 

About ‘Elijah’: 

 The prophet Malachi prophesied about the coming of a ‘messenger’ who would prepare 

the way before the Lord (3:1), calling him ‘Elijah’ (4:5).  Jesus offers His listeners the 

opportunity to recognize that John the Baptist is the prophesied ‘messenger’ who prepares 

the way for the Messiah.  Therefore, John’s admissions of Jesus as the Messiah fulfill the Old 

Testament prophecy.  (Syswerda 1598) 

 John, like Elijah, devoted his life to calling people back to God.  (Quest 1435) 

 John resembled Elijah.  He dressed like a prophet; he was rugged; he lived in the wilderness; 

and, like Elijah, he was a prophet.  (Patterson 1753) 

 Elijah, like John the Baptist, was known for his bold, uncompromising stand for the Word of 

God – even in the face of a ruthless monarch.  (MacArthur 1510) 

 

Questions: 

1. Who are John’s parents, according to Luke 1, verse 

a. 5a  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. 5b  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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c. 36a  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What do we learn about them in Luke 1, verse 

a. 6 (3 things)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. 7b, 18b  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Where is Zacharias?  What is he doing? (Luke 1:9b)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. Who appears to him there? (Luke 1:11)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Who is He? (Luke 1:19a)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. What is Zachariah’s reaction? (Luke 1:12)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

d. “Each section of priests served at the temple for one week twice a year.  

Priestly duties were assigned by lot.  A priest could have the privilege of 

burning incense in the Holy Place only once during his lifetime, and 

sometimes never.”  (Hayford 1385) 

4. What 4 things is Zacharias told? (Luke 1:13)  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What 3 things will distinguish John? (Luke 1:15)  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What 4 things will be part of John’s ministry? (Luke 1:16-17)  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How should Zacharias have reacted to this news?  (Luke 1:14a)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. How does he react? (Luke 1:18)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. How does Gabriel describe this? (Luke 1:20b)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. What is the consequence? (Luke 1:20a)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What happens to Elizabeth? (Luke 1:24a)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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a. What is her reaction? (Luke 1:25)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. How does Gabriel describe this?  (Luke 1:37)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. What 2 things happen when Mary comes to her?  (Luke 1:41)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What happens in Luke 1:57?  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. How do people react to John’s birth? (Luke 1:58b)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. What had Gabriel said about this? (Luke 1:14b)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What happens eight days after his birth? (Luke 1:59a)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. What does Elizabeth want to name him? (Luke 1:60)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. What is the “argument” about this?  (Luke 1:61)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. What is Zacharias’ choice? (Luke 1:63)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

d. What 3 things happen to Zacharias as a result?  (Luke 1:64)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

e. What also happens to Zacharias in Luke 1:67?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

f. “Male babies were named on the eighth day, at which time they were 

circumcised.  Ordinarily the child would have been named after his father.”  

(Hayford 1387) 

11. What is special about John in Luke 1, verse  

a. 66b  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. 80a  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What does Zacharias prophesy about John in Luke 1, verse 

a. 76a  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. 76b  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. 77  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

d. 79a  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

e. 79b  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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f. “The second part of this song [the Benedictus] (verses 76-79) relates to the 

prophetic ministry of John as the forerunner of the Messiah.”  (Hayford 1388) 

13. Where does John live? (Luke 1:80b)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. For how long? (Luke 1:80)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. What happens to John here? (Luke 3:2)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

14. Where does he go? (Luke 3:3a)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. Where is this? (Matthew 3:1b; Mark 1:4a)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. “[This is] the region to the immediate west of the Dead Sea – an utterly barren 

desert … John seems to have preached near the northern end … by where 

the Jordan flows into the Dead Sea.  (MacArthur 1396) 

15. What is he doing? (Mark 1:4b; Luke 3:3b)  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. What is he specifically saying?  (Matthew 3:2)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. For what 2 reasons is he doing this? (Matthew 3:3c-d; Mark 1:3b-c; Luke 3:4c-

d)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. “Repentance is a decision that results in a change of mind, which in turn 

leads to a change of purpose and action.”  (Hayford 1293) 

16. Who is coming to him? (Matthew 3:5; Mark 1:5a)  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. Who specifically is mentioned in Luke 3:12?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Who specifically is mentioned in Luke 3:14?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. What are they wondering about John? (Luke 3:15)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

17. Why do the multitudes come to him? (Matthew 3:6; Mark 1:5b; Luke 3:7a)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. Where is he doing this? (Matthew 3:6a; Mark 1:5b)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. What are the people doing? (Matthew 3:6b; Mark 1:5b)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. “The Greek tense, translated went out, suggests a continual exodus of the 

people of Judea, extending over a period of time.”  (Hayford 1349) 
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18. Who is also coming to witness his actions? (Matthew 3:7a)1  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

19. What does he say to them in 

a. Matthew 3:7b; Luke 3:7a  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Matthew 3:8; Luke 3:8a  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Matthew 3:9a; Luke 3:8b  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

d. Matthew 3:10b; Luke 3:9b  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

20. What is John’s mission? (Matthew 3:11a; John 1:26a)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. Who talks about this in Acts 19:4a?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. What does he say John said to people?  (Acts 19:4b)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

21. What 2 things does he reveal about Jesus? (Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:7-8; Luke 3:16)2 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

22. How does he know this? (John 1:33)  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

23. Who comes to John to be baptized? (Matthew 3:13a; Mark 1:9a)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. What is John’s response?  (Matthew 3:14)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. How does He convince John? (Matthew 3:15a)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. What does God say as this happens? (Matthew 3:17; Mark 1:11; Luke 3:22)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                                                 
1 The Pharisees … were legalistic.  The Sadducees came from leading social families and … 

rejected ‘the tradition of the elders’ and denied the supernatural, including the possibility of a 

bodily resurrection.  (Hayford 1320) ~ Two of the most prominent religious groups.  The Pharisees 

separated themselves from anything non-Jewish and carefully followed both the Old Testament 

laws and the oral traditions … the Sadducees believed the Pentateuch alone.  (Life 1586) 
2 ‘Fire’ can symbolize both God’s presence and His judgment … it also suggests a figurative 

baptism where believers would be baptized with the Holy Spirit and non-believers would be 

baptized with the fire of judgment.  (Quest 1387) 
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24. What do we learn about John in 

a. Matthew 3:4a; Mark 1:6a  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Matthew 3:4b; Mark 1:6b  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Matthew 9:14a; Mark 2:18a; Luke 7:18  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

d. Matthew 21:26b; Mark 11:32b; Luke 20:6b  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

e. Matthew 21:32a  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

25. What does Jesus say about John? (Matthew 11:11a; Luke 7:28a)  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. How does Jesus relate this back to believers? (Matthew 11:11b; Luke 7:28b)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. “John the Baptist was great, yes, but he was only a forerunner of Jesus, who 

established a new covenant with higher privileges and benefits for its 

followers.  The positions and privileges of kingdom citizens are given because 

of God’s grace.”  (Syswerda 1698) 

26. Who is John? (Matthew 11:14)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. What is his mission? (Matthew 17:11b)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Who has sent him? (John 1:6a)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. What is his purpose? (John 1:7a,8b)  

___________________________________________________________________________  

d. Why? (John 1:7b)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

e. What does Jesus say about his effort? (John 5:33b)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

f. How does Jesus describe John? (John 5:35a)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

g. What do the multitudes say about John? (John 10:41)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

27. How does John bear witness of Jesus in  

a. John 1:15,30a  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. John 1:29  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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c. John 1:31  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

d. John 1:34  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

e. John 1:36  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

28. What do the religious leaders ask John in John 1:19b?  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. What is his response? (John 1:20b)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. What is his response? (John 1:23)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

29. How has he been ‘classified’ by the religious leaders? (Matthew 11:18; Luke 7:33b)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. How did the religious leaders respond to him? (Matthew 17:12a)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. How did they respond to him? (Matthew 21:32a)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Did this response change when they saw ‘sinners’ believing? (Matthew 

21:32b)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

d. How else did they respond to him? (Luke 7:30)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

30. What happens to John? (Matthew 4:12a; Mark 1:14a; Luke 3:20)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. What does he hear about? (Matthew 11:2a)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Who does he send to Jesus? (Matthew 11:2b; Luke 8:19a)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Why? (Matthew 11:3; Luke 7:19b)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

d. What is Jesus’ response to John? (Matthew 11:6; Luke 7:23)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

e. “While he was languishing in prison, John the Baptist needed reassurance 

from Jesus.”  (Hayford 1309) 

f. “John wanted some reassurance that he had correctly understood God’s 

plan.”  (Quest 1484) 

31. Who has put him there? (Matthew 14:1,3a; Mark 6:17a)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. Who is he? (Luke 3:1)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 



John the Baptist                                                                         Page 9 

b. Why has he put John in prison? (Matthew 14:3b; Mark 6:17; Luke 3:19)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. What did Herod do? (Mark 6:17b)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

d. What did John preach to him? (Matthew 14:4; Mark 6:18)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

e. Who wants to kill John? (Mark 6:19)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

f. Why does Herod not kill him in Matthew 14:5?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

g. Why does Herod not kill him in Mark 6:20?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

h. To whom does Herod promise ‘whatever she might ask’? (Matthew 14:6; Mark 

6:22)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

i. What does she want? (Matthew 14:8b; Mark 6:25b)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

j. Why? (Matthew 14:8a; Mark 6:24a)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

k. What happens? (Matthew 14:10; Mark 6:27b)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

l. What happens to John’s head? (Mark 6:28)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

m. What happens to John’s body? (Matthew 14:12; Mark 6:29)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

n. What is Jesus’ reaction? (Matthew 14:13a)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

o. “Herod has seduced his niece Herodias, who was married to his brother Philip, 

and persuaded her to divorce her husband and marry him.  In turn, he 

divorced his own wife.”  (Hayford 1360) 

p. “Herod Antipas ruled for more than 40 years a small region that included 

Galilee, the setting of John the Baptist’s ministry.  He despised John the Baptist 

for reasons both moral and political.  John repeatedly exposed the 

incestuous nature of Herod’s marriage to Herodias, who was his half brother’s 

wife and also his niece.”  (Syswerda 1606) 

q. “The tense of the Greek verb and Mark’s wording imply that John had 

repeatedly rebuked Herod Antipas in private confrontation.”  (MacArthur 

1471) 

r. “John was outraged that a ruler in Israel would commit such a sin [divorce, 

incest] openly, so he rebuked Herod severely.”  (MacArthur 1419) 

32. Who mistakes Jesus for John in  

a. Matthew 14:1-2; Mark 6:14,16  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Matthew 16:13-14; Mark 8:27-28; Luke 9:18-19  

___________________________________________________________________________ 



John the Baptist                                                                         Page 10 

33. What had John taught his disciples? (Luke 11:1)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

34. How did John change the ‘atmosphere’ of the culture? (Luke 16:16)  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

35. Who hears John confess Jesus as “the Lamb of God” and follows Jesus? (John 1:40)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. What does he tell his brother? (John 1:41)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. How does Jesus respond to Peter? (John 1:42)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

36. How does John respond to Jesus baptizing in John 3, verse 

a. 27  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. 30  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. 31a  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

d. 34a  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Going Deeper: 

A. Looking at Luke 1:6-7, how would Elizabeth and Zachariah has described Elizabeth’s 

pregnancy and John’s birth?  (How would they have felt?  Why?) 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. How do Elizabeth and Zachariah parallel Sarah and Abraham in Genesis 17, 21 and 

Romans 4? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. Why is it significant that John is from the Levitical line of Aaron?  (Who are Aaron and 

the Levites, according to Exodus 28:1, Numbers 8:11-19?) 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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D. Why might God have spoken to Zacharias instead of Elizabeth?  (What does this tell 

you about them?) 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

E. How might Elizabeth have known about God’s choice of the name John? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

F. Looking at John’s parents in Luke 1, what kind of impact do you think they had on 

his life and his beliefs?  (How might they have encouraged his calling?) 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

G. Looking at Luke 1, John had a great calling to follow.  Do you think he ever 

questioned his ministry, anointing, or destiny?  Do you think he ever wanted more 

than his ministry (like Jesus’ ministry or fame)? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

H. Why was preaching repentance an important part of John’s purpose? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

I. How might John have felt sitting in prison, waiting for his fate?  (Do you think he ever 

regretted his ‘preaching’ that put him there?) 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

J. Why does John have one reputation with the multitudes – he is a prophet – and 

another with the religious leaders – he has a demon? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

K. What does Jesus’ reaction to John’s death tell you about their relationship? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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L. What motivated John to stand up to Herod? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

M. What does Herod’s response to killing John in Mark 6:20 tell you about John’s 

influence on him? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

N. How does John impact Peter’s life, according to John 1?  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

O. What do John’s statements in John 3 reveal about him? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

P. What does repentance mean?  (How does it correlate to ‘turn a heart’ to God?  

Why is it important?) 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Q. Looking at John’s ministry, how did he honor Christ? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

R. What is the significance of baptism? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

S. Why did Jesus ask to be baptized by John?  (What do you think John was thinking 

and feeling in this moment?) 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

T. Why did God isolate John in the desert before he began his public ministry? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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U. How can we be “greater” than John? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

V. Looking at Matthew 3:5-7, what do you learn about John’s ministry?  (What kind of 

influence does he have?  Why?) 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Getting Personal: 

1. What does your heart know about God?  How have you come to this point? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What do you feel God has called you to do to touch the world around you? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How do you normally respond to God’s voice (call to believe)?  Why?  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. In what area are you following the call of God on your life?  How would you 

describe your journey this far? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. In what area are you not following (or running from) the call of God on your life?  

How is this affecting you? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How has repentance (or lack of repentance) impacted you? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 



John the Baptist                                                                         Page 14 

7. How have you seen God’s hand with you?  (How does this idea of God’s unlimited 

and ever-present care impact you?)  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. In what area do you need peace (rest, quiet, calm)?  Why do you not have it? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Is there anything or anyone you need to isolate yourself from?  What impact is this 

thing or person having on you? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Where is there offense in your life?  (What can you do to deal with it?) 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. What does baptism mean to you personally?  When do you believe someone should 

be baptized? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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