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MEANING OF HER NAME: 
 She remains nameless. 
 
APPEARANCE IN SCRIPTURE: 
 Judges 11 
 
LESSON: 
“What can Jephthah’s daughter teach women today?  Certainly she is a sterling 
example of a daughter’s willing obedience to her father and total commitment to God.  
However, there is little excuse for such gross misinterpretation of God’s requirements.  
Today, as in the time of Jephthah’s daughter, children often bear the consequences of 
their parents’ decisions.  Parents need to be exceedingly wise as well as deliberate in 
making decisions that affect their children’s lives.”1 
 
About Jephthah (all answers are in Judges 11): 
1. What 2 things about him does verse 1 mention? 

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 What do his brothers do?  Why? (2) 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 Where does he go? What does he do? (3) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Ammon do? (4)  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 Why? (13) 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

3. Who does Gilead turn to? (5)  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 Why? (6) 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What is his response? (7) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

4. What 2 things does Gilead ask of him? (8) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 What is his request? (9) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What happens? (11) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
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5. What is Jephthah’s response to Ammon in verse 
 23 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 24 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 27 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

6. What happens to Jephthah? (29a) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

7. What does he do? (29b) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

8. What vow does he make before he goes to fight Ammon? (30-31) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 Why might he have made this vow? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What was the purpose of the burnt offering? (Leviticus 1:4) 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What does God say about vows in Numbers 30:2? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “Foolish Jephthah.  God has already sent His Spirit on him.  No vow is 
necessary for God to reveal His power and use Jephthah to gain victory over 
the Ammonites.  But Jephthah jumps ahead and makes a bargain with God, a 
foolish one that has devastating consequences.”2 

 “Jephthah sought to bargain with God by offering the Lord a private sacrifice 
to ensure his own victory.  God’s use of Jephthah to deliver the Israelites was 
not in response to Jephthah’s vow.  God had rejected human sacrifice and 
given specific prohibitions against it.  Parents were not allowed to sacrifice 
their children.  But here Jephthah, influenced no doubt by the customs of the 
pagan cultures around him, tried to get what he wanted in his own way, 
without knowing the outcome of his foolish vow.”3 

 “Obviously, even though the Spirit of the Lord had come upon him, Jephthah 
evidently still felt the need to do something further to win assurance of God’s 
favor in battle.  Making a vow before battle was common, and Jephthah lived 
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in a society where human sacrifices to pagan gods were routine.  The original 
language indicates that Jephthah intentionally made a vow which could well 
include human sacrifice, although God had specifically prohibited such.  This 
vow signifies Jephthah’s incomplete knowledge or blatant insensitivity to the 
law of Moses.”4 

9. What happens? (32-33) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
About Jephthah’s Daughter (all answers are in Judges 11): 
10. Who meets him as he returns from battle? (34a) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
11. What is she doing? (34b) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 “When her father returned after the battle with the Ammonites, she ran to 

greet him with timbrels and dancing, the customary greeting of women for 
their men who were returning victoriously from battle.”5 

12. What do we learn about her? (34c) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

13. What is Jephthah’s reaction to her? (35) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 What does he realize in this moment? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 Do you think he considered this possibility in verse 31?  Why or why not? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

14. What is her response? (36) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 What does this reveal about her? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “Rather than grieving over the tragedy that she would never marry and have 
children, the supreme fulfillment of Hebrew women, or even the tragedy of her 
impending death, as Josephus and most commentators understand the 
passage to mean, she submitted to the very limited understanding she had of 
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her father’s fatal vow.  This young girl exhibited total commitment, albeit to a 
misguided understanding of God’s expectations.”6 

15. What does she request? (37) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 Why might this have been important to her? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “Apparently the girls retreated to a remote village where, under the care of 
seasoned matrons, they mourned the fact that Jephthah’s daughter would be 
forever childless, a major reproach at the time.”7 

 “Yet the young woman never questioned her father’s right to dedicate her life 
to the service of God.  She realized that her father must not break his vow, 
even though he as well as she was devastated at its unexpected impact on 
her life.”8 

16. What is his response? (38) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

17. What happens next? (39) 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 Would you have come back?  Why or why not? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What does this reveal about her? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What does this reveal about him? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “Ironically, as Jephthah suffered for the sins of his parents, his daughter was 
to suffer because of her father’s foolish vow.  The unnamed girl responded 
with courage and accepted the consequences of her father’s vow.”9 

 “A person or thing dedicated to God might fulfill the vow by a lifetime of 
service as well as by the surrender of life … All this leads us to conclusion 
that Jephthah did fulfill his vow by dedicating his daughter’s life to the service 
of the Lord.”10 
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18. What custom emerges to honor her? (40) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
GOING DEEPER: 
A. Why do you think we are not told her name? Is this significant? 

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

B. What can you assume/surmise about Jephthah’s relationship with his daughter? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

C. How does Jephthah compare to Abraham? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

D. How might she have felt about her father’s vow?  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

E. Why was she willing to honor her father’s vow?  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

F. What might have been her relationship with God? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

G. Why did she ask to “bewail my virginity” instead of, say, a husband? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

H. Why does Israel honor her annually?  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
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