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MEANING OF HER NAME: 
 Hebrew 1807 - Deliylâh (root of dâlal) – languishing, bring low, dry up, be 

emptied, fail 
 
HER PROFESSION: 
 Possibly a prostitute. 
 
QUOTATIONS: 
 “The biblical text gives us a clear picture of Delilah.  She was a calculating woman.  
She was aware of the power her sexuality gave her and quick to use sex for her 
personal gain.  While Samson had fallen in love with her, Delilah only pretended 
affection for him.  Delilah was more than willing to let Samson use her body, for she was 
using him to become rich. … Delilah was determined to get ahead, and chose to use 
sex to advance herself.  In so doing Delilah betrayed not only her lover but also 
herself.”1 
 
“Delilah played a minor role in Samson’s life, but her effect was devastating, for she 
influenced him to betray his special calling from God.  Motivated by greed, Delilah used 
her persistence to wear down Samson.  His infatuation with her made Samson a 
vulnerable target.  For all his physical strength, he was no match for her, and he paid a 
great price for giving in to her.  Delilah is never mentioned again in the Bible.  Her 
unfaithfulness to Samson brought ruin to him and to her people.”2 
 
“The ingredients for disaster were in place: a morally weak man with uncontrollable 
sexual passions; a seductive temptress motivated by greed; a group of foreign leaders 
with unlimited funds and the strong conviction that their national security, perhaps even 
their national survival, was at stake.  Her methods were simple, and though it took time, 
they eventually worked.  She was playful and teasing.  She was coquettish and 
provocative.  She was alluring and enticing.  She coaxed and cajoled.  She pouted and 
demanded.  There was a fortune waiting for her if she could discover the secret of his 
strength.  She was determined, and she ultimately succeeded in prying Samson’s 
secret from him.”3 
 
LESSONS: 
“Even the sordid story of Delilah and her Hebrew lover Samson conveys an important 
truth: God loves us and will not abandon us, even when we make mistakes, even when 
we sin.”4 
 
“The story of Samson and Delilah serves as a warning.  We will all lose God’s 
empowerment should we step out of fellowship with Him.”5 
 
“If anything, Delilah’s role in this sordid tale assures us that God will use anything and 
anyone to accomplish His purpose.  Even our sin.  Even our enemies.  Our deliverance 
is purely a matter of grace.”6 
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QUESTIONS (answers found in Judges 16): 
1. Where does Delilah live? (4) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
2. Who loves her? (3) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
3. Who approaches her? (5a) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
4. Why do they want her to “entice him”? (5) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
5. Why do they want this information, for what 2 reasons? (5) 

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 Why do the Philistines want to stop Samson? (Judges 13:5) 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

6. What do they promise her? (5) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 “The Philistine kings hated the long-haired strongman who had set their fields 

afire and slain a thousand of their countrymen.  Each had offered an 
incredible sum – eleven hundred shekels of silver!  She had merely to deliver 
the secret of Samson’s strength.  His would be no match for hers, a strength 
born of beauty and schooled in the arts of love.  Weakened by passion, he 
would tell her everything she needed to know.”7 

7. What does she ask Samson? (6) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 What answer does Samson give? (7) 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What might Samson have been thinking when she asked this? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 How do you think Delilah asked him (tone of voice, attitude, body language, 
etc)? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

8. What does she do to Samson? (8) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

9. How does she “test” him? (9) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 Is his secret revealed?  What happens?  (9) 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
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 Why do you think Samson lied to her? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

10. How does she try to guilt Samson? (10a) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

11. What does she ask Samson? (10b) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 What answer does Samson give? (11) 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What might Samson have been thinking when she asked this? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 How do you think Delilah asked him (tone of voice, attitude, body language, 
etc)? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

12. What does she do to Samson? (12a) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

13. How does she “test” him? (12b) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 Is his secret revealed?  What happens? (12c) 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 Why do you think Samson lied to her? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

14. What is Delilah’s response? (13a) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

15. How does she “probe” Samson a third time? (13b) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 What answer does Samson give? (13c) 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 What might Samson have been thinking when she asked this? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
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 How do you think Delilah asked him (tone of voice, attitude, body language, 
etc)? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

16. What does she do to Samson? (14a) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

17. How does she “test” him? (14b) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 Is his secret revealed?  What happens? (14c) 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 Why do you think Samson lied to her? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

18. What 3 part guilt trip does she attempt in verse 15? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 Why do you think Delilah challenged his love for her? 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

 “The seducer acts consciously and willfully to put another person in a position 
of vulnerability or weakness with the ultimate intent to dominate completely or 
destroy.  Delilah purposefully set herself to bring about Samson’s destruction.  
Her seduction was unrelenting.”8 

19. How does she “badger” the information out of him? (16) 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 How do you imagine Delilah “pestered” Samson?  What words and actions 

did she use? 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 

20. What is Samson’s response to her “nagging”? (17a) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 Why do you think he finally revealed his secret? 

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
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21. What is she given for this information? (18) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

22. What 3 things does she do to Samson in verse 19? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

23. What happens to him? (19d) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 Does he know this? (20c) 

______________________________________________________________ 
24. How does she test him? (20a) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
25. What 3 things happen? (21) 

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
GOING DEEPER: 
A. Why do you think we aren’t told anything about Delilah’s background or life? 

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

B. How does Delilah parallel Judas? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

C. How does Delilah manipulate Samson to accomplish her mission? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

D. How might Delilah have explained her continuous asking of the source of Samson’s 
strength? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

E. How do you think Delilah kept the Philistine lords close but hidden?  Do you think 
Samson knew they were there? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
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F. How does Delilah’s name fit her character? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
From “Women of the Bible” (page 125). 
G. Why was Delilah so willing to betray Samson? 

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

H. What are Delilah’s strengths? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

I. What are Delilah’s weaknesses? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

J. What does nagging such as Delilah’s do to a relationship? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

K. What can Delilah teach us? 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
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