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How are we supposed to handle those “what 
am I supposed to do now” and “I don’t have it 

in me” and “that’s just the way I am” and “I 
can’t do anything about it” moments and 

attitudes? 

 

John 15:9 – “now 
remain in My love” 
 God empowers and 

enables us to love 
difficult (hard to 
love) people when 
we remain in His 
love 

 Until we realize 
how fully loved we 
are, we will never 
be able to love 
others fully 

 Removes all the 
excuses for me not 
to love others 

 Empowers me to 
do what love 
requires of me 

 Allows me to 
consider what an 
imperfect and 
exhausting mess I 
was before I was in 
relationship with 
Him 

We refuse to give 
people passes on 

their behavior while 
we make excuses 

(justify) our behavior 

Do I feel like I am 
running up a 

downward escalator?  
Am I exhausted from 

trying? 

Change, growth, and 
maturity are 

inevitable when 
we’re in relationship 

with Him 

John 15:1-13 – we are the branches (the conduit), not the gardener or the vine 
- God should not have a limited, circumstantial, or me-driven influence on my life 
- God should be more powerful than any other influence on me (“apart from Me you 

can do nothing”) 
- Fruit is the evidence of supernatural character growth and maturity 
- We are to focus on remaining in Him, and He will produce the fruit 
- We cannot function as God intends when we’re disconnected from Him 
- A branch cannot bear fruit on its own – it needs to be connected 
- Start remaining and stop trying – and watch the new growth blossom 
- To remain is to draw on God’s power through constant consideration of and 

intentional investment in a relationship with Him 
- God will lift us up (“cut off”) when we aren’t producing (enough) 
- God prunes us so (1) we become more dependent on Him; (2) we experience growth 

in new areas; and (3) we reach a potential that was previousy impossible 

The goal is for me to 
be more like Jesus.  

This happens by 
staying close to Him.  

Am I intentionally 
spending time with 

God? 

People should see the 
difference of Jesus in 

my life 

There is no behavior, 
response, or attitude 
that is so bad that the 

life of God cannot 
change it 

Our inability to “love 
each other” is a 

problem on our end, 
not the hard to love 

person 

Loving others is an 
expression of God’s 

love for us 

 

What’s frustrating me?  
What’s discouraging 

me?  What’s defeating 
me?  What’s 

devastating me?  There 
is hope in the middle of 
whatever we are going 

through 

God usually allows 
those things we want 

removed to hang 
around for a bit 

because He is working 
through them to teach 
us and bless us.  Pain 
makes us feel more 

dependent on God and 
grows us. 

How does my perspective change if I realize and accept that: 
- God wants to use it before He removes it 
- The quickest way to get God to remove it is to let Him use 

it 
- The greatest (most loving) thing God could do for me is to 

not remove it but use it 
- There’s a level in my life that I cannot reach if God 

removes it now 
- There’s a level in my life that I can only reach if I allow God 

to use it 
 

My prayer should be “God, use this until You choose to 
remove it” – because “His way is perfect” (Psalm 18:30) 


