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Matthew 8:1-12 
- “God, You can … if You will it”, an example of perfect 

faith 
- Centurion represents Israel’s bad history with Rome 

and the suffering of the Jewish culture under Roman 
law.  He was a soldier of violence for and submission 
to the Roman Empire.  He created fear through 
violent behavior. 

 

Luke 6:33-35 
- We cannot treat people the same 

bad way they treat us 
- Do good for people who have 

harmed you or would never do 
good for you 

We rarely see ourselves as the offender we are (like the 
centurion).  We usually identify with Jesus, the offended, 

rather than with the centurion, the offender.  Don’t be 
self-righteous. 

Romans 5:6-8 – “Christ died for the ungodly … while we 
were still sinners.”  He laid down His life for people who 

would never consider doing the same for Him 

The cross takes away all our excuses.  
Jesus died even for the centurion who 

crucified Him. 

We resist doing for the centurion in 
our midst until we see the centurion in 

the mirror 

Do for those who have taken something from you.  
Serving your centurion does not have to mean trusting 
or reconnecting with your offender.  It means reflecting 

Christ by doing for the person who hurt you. 

Reconciliation is not comfortable but it is necessary.  (1) 
so we won’t drag our junk into the new year and new 

relationships. (2) to mend broken bridges by making the 
first move. (3) to stop feeling guilty. (4) to obey Christ.  
Push through your emotions and buy the plane ticket, 

have the awkward conversation, or send the hard email.  
Stop burying your head and holding onto your hurts. 

Colossians 1:19-22 – “through Him to reconcile to 
Himself all things on the cross”.  We were once 
alienated from God but are now reconciled with Him 
and “holy in His sight”.  Because He removed everything 
that made us incompatible with Him.  And He calls us to 
be reconciled with people in the same way. 

Will I leverage the full message of 
Christmas and reconcile?  Who do I 

need to reach out to? 

We have to be right and reconciled 
with people to be right with God 

Demonstrate what God has done for 
you – reconcile! 

Meaning of Christmas – peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled.  Hark the Herald Angels, 

Charles Wesley 


