
 

 
 

There is a tension between 
living for now – instant 
gratification – or later – delayed 
gratification.  Being average is 
being consumed with now with 
no regard for later.  To focus on 
later is what is greater (above 
average). 

 

Matthew 5:38 – “do not resist [repay] an evil person” - We don’t have to retaliate when we are hurt, stolen 
from, exploited, or burned.  Be above average and exceed people’s expectations to restore broken/stressed 
relationships.  Jesus gave 4 examples of the new standard He was setting: 

- Example #1 – verse 39 – “turn to them the other cheek also” = don’t retaliate against insult or 
embarassment, forgive 

- Example #2 – verse 40 – “hand over your coat as well” = be generous 
- Example #3 – verse 41 – “go with them two miles” = go beyond average (“mile”) with people and 

their loads/expectations (how people wants us to respond and relate to them) 
- Example #4 – verse 42 – “give to the one who asks you” = help people, even if you won’t get 

anything in return 

 

What would exceeding 
- My spouse’s expectations do for my marriage? 
- My kids’ expectations do for my family and their future? 
- My friends’ and neighbors’ expectations do for my influence? 
- My boss’ expectations do for my career? 
- Offender’s expectations do for my heart? 

 

 
Matthew 6:19-24 – “do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth … for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also … 
no one can serve two masters” 

- Invest in the eternal (heavenly) things that cannot be 
stolen from you 

- Treasure = time, energy, talents, gifts, money 
- Now, temporal, things versus later, eternal, God’s 

principles 
1. Where is my treasure? 
2. What is my focus? 
3. Who are you serving? 
- Go after what you want most, not what you want now 

 

 

Anything But Average: 1. exceeds expectations; 2. lives for later; 3. puts actions to (does) what he knows 

Matthew 7:24-27 – “therefore 
everyone who hears these 
words of Mine and puts them 
into practice is like a wise man” 
- It’s more important what I 

do than what I know – put 
action to your faith 

- Follow through will 
determine a firm or faulty 
foundation 

 


